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representative. He occupied as regards the Province the
same position as the Imperial Chancellor vis-h-vis the Empire.
The powers of the Federal Council were abolished and a
Diet consisting of two Chambers was established. One half
of the members of the Upper House were nominated by the
Emperor, the other half was composed of five ex-officio
members, and included the Roman Catholic Archbishops of
Strassburg and Metz, and the remainder were elected. The
Lower House consisted of sixty deputies, who were elected
democratically in the same manner as the Reichstag. Mem-
bers received payment and their travelling expenses. The
Province was allowed three representatives to the Federal
Council, though these were appointed by the Statthalter.
Their votes were not to be counted when the matter under
discussion referred to alterations of the imperial Constitution
or when their votes would give a Maj ority to Prussia. During
the passage "of the Bill attempts were made by the Liberal
elements in the Reichstag to introduce amendments which
would have deprived the Federal Council and the Reichstag
of power to interfere in the internal administration of Alsace
Lorraine, but these were defeated by the Government.

9.    THE HANOVER-PRUSSIAN SQUABBLE

ON the death of William IV and the accession of his niece
Victoria to the British Throne the Kingdom of Hanover,
which had been united with Great Britain for 123 years,
passed to the fifth son of George III, Ernst August, Duke of
Cumberland. At his death he was succeeded by George V,
the blind King. During the Austro-Prussian conflict over
the Duchies of Schleswig and Holstein in 1866 Hanover took
the side of Austria, and as a consequence Prussian troops
crossed the frontier in June and Hanover was formally annexed
by Prussia in September 1866. The old King died in June
1878. His son, Ernst August, also Duke of Cumberland,
who lived at Gmunden in Austria, and where he died com-
paratively recently, refused to give up his claim to the Throne
of Hanover, and on this account the Imperial German Govern-
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